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Eskimo should build snow houses? Is not this material
abundantly provided by nature, and does it not lend itself
admirably for structural purposes? For once., then, the
environmentalists seem to stand on sure ground—until a
glance across the Bering Strait reveals the cultural status
of the Chukchee and Koryak. These two Arctic peoples
live under physical conditions differing in no essential
respect from those of the Eskimo. Here, as in Arctic
America, snow is almost continuously available; but there
is no evidence of snow houses. Instead we know that
these people construct large, clumsy tents, made of hide
over heavy wooden supports, and that they have persisted
in this custom in the face of their seasonal migrations,
during which they drag these clumsy contraptions along
with them/
I have given the above quotations in the hope of showing
that the environmental theory of civilization, though it may
linger among scholars, has been completely abandoned by
scientists. Good harbours make a maritime civilization
possible, but there is no reason to believe that they produce
or even stimulate such a civilization. The harbour of Hong
Kong is one of the finest in the world, and the Chinese
have for thousands of years been great navigators; yet they
made no use of it. The great river valleys of America,
especially the Mississippi and La Plata, play a very great
part in the civilization of America to-day; in that of pre-
Columbian America they played almost no part at all. Is
environment responsible for the glory of Palmyra, or its
desolation? One could ask a thousand such questions, and
the answers would all be against Professor Toynbee.
But though all scientists are against the environmental
theory in the extreme form in which Professor Toynbee
states it, yet some of them still hold exaggerated views of
the influence of environment on culture. Even Sir Arthur

